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Ten-year-old Opal and her preacher dad move to a Watley, Florida in the beginning of the book. 
Opal had an entire life back at home; she had friends, but most of all she misses her mom, who 
left when she was little. While going to the grocery store, Opal meets a friendly, stray dog who 
she later names Winn-Dixie. Because of Winn-Dixie's friendly nature, he helps Opal meet some 
new friends including Miss Franny, a librarian, and a pet shop worker. Opal meets friends at 
school by swapping adventurous stories about her new life in Watley. Everything is going swim-
mingly until Winn-Dixie disappears after a thunderstorm. Opal and the entire town try to look for 
the dog that paved a new life for Opal. Now only did her adventures with Winn-Dixie help her 
adjust to moving to a different place, Winn-Dixie helped her make new friends and taught her 
countless life lessons.   
I have read this book multiple times since I was in elementary school, and every time I read it, 
my heart just softens at Opal and Winn-Dixie's friendship. This book was truly so touching and 
beautiful, and I would recommend it to young readers from the ages of 7-13. I think that dog-lov-
ers would enjoy this book a lot, and young children could learn a lot from this book including 
factors like bravery, love, and generosity. I would definitely buy this book for a friend, especially 
a friend who loves dogs and animals.   
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